i9-2: THE BIRTH OF THE XEW ORDER IX EGYPT
The peoples of the Upper Xile Valley have no racial
affinity with the people of the Delta; their one binding
cord is the course of the great river whose waters they
share. The history of the Sudan's connexion with
Egypt for the hundred years previous to 1922 had been
as follows, Mohammed Aly, Egypt's national hero, who
was an Albanian, sent an expedition to the Sudan in 1820
and brought it under his rule. Egypt held it for the next
sixty years. She made little pretence of governing In
the interests of the inhabitants, allowed the slave trade
to flourish unchecked, and exploited the land unscrupu-
lously. Sixty years of misrule led to the revolt of the
Mahdi, the slaughter of an Egyptian army, Gordon's
mission to evacuate the Sudan and his death at
Khartoum. Sixteen years later an Anglo-Egyptian force
under Kitchener reconquered the Sudan, which had
suffered even more under the Mahdi's despotism than
under Egyptian misrule. Great Britain supplied the
military leadership and the greater part of the troops;
Egypt paid by far the larger share of the bill (approxi-
mately a million and a half pounds out of a total cost of
two millions).
The disposal of the Sudan, after French claims to a
portion had been sternly refused at Fashoda,1 raised an
awkward constitutional problem. Was the Sudan simply
a rebellious Egyptian province which had been re-
occupied, and accordingly the property of the Khedive
of Egypt, as heir to Mohammed Aly, the original con-
queror, or had the Egyptian title lapsed during the
sixteen years of the Mahdi's rule, and was the huge
country now a prize of war to be shared between the
1 Major Marchani, after a. remarkable march, across half a. continent^
arrived at Fa^hoda on the Nile, south, of Khartoum, shortly after Kitchener's
defeir of the Mahdi, and claimed the southern Sudan for France. Kitchener,
backed by the British Government, insisted on his withdrawal. The Incident
almost led to war between Great Britain and France.
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